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S
truggles like this are not uncom

m
on…

N
um

ber of  
undergraduates 

w
ho earn a 

bachelor’s degree 
w

ithin 6 years.
60%
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It’s even w
orse for underrepresented students…

U
nderrepresented, 

first generation, low
-

incom
e students, as 

com
pared to their 

W
hite and A

sian 
peers.

H
alf as likely 

to com
plete 

college in 4 
years.
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It’s even w
orse for underrepresented students…

N
um

ber of  low
-

incom
e 

undergraduates 
w

ho earn a 
bachelor’s degree 

w
ithin 6 years.

11%
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E
ven though underrepresented students are 

the new
 incom

ing m
ajority.
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W
hy is this happening…
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E
quity of A

ccess D
oesn’t M

ean E
quity of E

xperience

•
G

atekeeper M
entality N

o Longer W
orks: “It’s m

y job to teach you [_______], 
but it’s not m

y job to teach you how
 to learn [______]. If you can’t do that on 

your ow
n, then you’re out.” 

•
Incom

ing H
igh A

chievers G
et Frustrated: W

ell-prepared novices are still 
novice thinkers and don’t think like experts. They often don’t know

 how
 to do 

w
hat w

e expect.
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U
nw

ritten R
ules of C

ollege S
uccess

https://w
w

w
.youtube.com

/w
atch?v=40e1FP

aJow
g
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S
olution –

TILT Your A
ssignm

ents

Let’s m
ake the tacit curriculum

 transparent through TILT –
Transparency in Learning and Teaching
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S
olution –

Tw
o B

eneficial Teaching P
ractices 

•Problem
-C

entered: S
tudents engaged in authentic, com

plex, 
real-w

orld problem
s to w

hich they apply the discipline.

•Transparent: N
ot just the w

hat, but also the w
hy

and how
of 

learning experiences. 
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Their H
ypothesis: C

om
bining Tw

o M
ethods W

ould Im
prove…

•S
tudents’ learning experiences

•Q
uality of student w

ork

•S
tudent persistence and retention
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TILT Tem
plate 
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E
xplaining TILT Tem

plate

https://screencast-o-m
atic.com

/w
atch/cqjQ

I4O
8I6



15

R
esults of TILT

•Increased m
otivation

•H
igher quality of student w

ork

•Few
er challenges to grades

•S
elf-reported aw

areness of im
provem

ent of skills valued by 
em

ployers, like w
orking in groups and w

ritten and oral 
com

m
unication

•Im
proved sense of academ

ic confidence

•Im
proved sense of belonging
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R
esults of TILT

“…
a higher sense of belonging and academ

ic confidence 
correlated to im

proved G
PA and retention rates, as previous 

research studies have indicated.”
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TILT –
A Little G

oes a Long W
ay

If you aren’t already doing this, give it a try w
ith a few

 of your 
assignm

ents.  

It’s a sm
all intervention w

ith a large im
pact.
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N
ext S

teps

G
o to TILT H

igher E
d to learn m

ore…

https://tilthighered.com
/


