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BACKGROUND 

Online instruction poses several challenges including 
creating opportunities for students to interact and get to 
know each other. I will discuss an adaptable online 
discussion format that has students explore the real-world 
implications of course context and diversity issues and 
allow students to build the classroom community. The 
discussion format utilizes current events and elements of 
students' daily lives to increase student interest in course 
content. 

ADAPTABLE DISCUSSION FORMAT 
 

 

See information on Self-Determination Theory ( Deci & Ryan, 2000 

DISCUSSION RUBRIC 
 

 

Rubric from ( Jones, 2020 

 

Example Student Post from 
Health Disparities 

Students Explore a Wide Range of 
Topics around Malnutrition 

See information on Relevance Continuum (Priniski et al, 2018) 

Students Explore a Wide Range of 
Topics around Health Disparities 

Discussion Prompt on 
Malnutrition 

Discussion Topics Support Student Interest by Providing Relevance to Content 

STUDENTS EXPLORE DIVERSE INTERESTS ON TOPICS VERY POSITIVE RESPONSE TO DISCUSSIONS 
 

 

CONCLUSIONS & FUTURE DIRECTIONS 

• Discussion format is appropriate for students at 
different educational levels (freshman, juniors/seniors) 

• Discussion topics can be related to content and/or social 
issues then considered along a relevance continuum 

• Student response to discussion format has been 
overwhelmingly positive 

• Create new discussions in content areas, societal issues, 
and diversity topics 

• Place discussions on a website to increase access 
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