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Technology and C
heating

“Here in Silicon Valley, there
are 

also sm
art pens, and are or will 

soon be sm
art spectacles less 

obtrusive than Google Glass. 
They 

call them ‘wearable com
puters.’ 

Hard to im
agine telling students 

that pens and glasses (and watches 
and jewelry and belts and shoes 
and on and on) are not allowed in 
the exam room

. 
It's tim

e for us to 
rethink our assessm

ents.”

Patrick M
orris

Foothill College



“Resource” Sharing Sites



Is C
heating on the R

ise?
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H
um

an N
ature?



Individual or G
roup C

haracteristics?

Specific dem
ographic groups?

Particular disciplines?

Certain types of classes?



Failure of C
om

m
unication?

"Professors’ conceptions of plagiarism and 
correct paraphrasing can range widely from a 
very lax set of criteria for determ

ining 
plagiarism to criteria that can be even m

ore 
rigorous than those prescribed by traditional 
definitions

. . . Even within groups of 
academ

ic specialties, respondents appeared 
to have a fairly wide range of criteria for 
plagiarism

.”
Ethics and Behavior (2001)
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Searching for Princess A
lice



D
an A

riely’sFudge Factor

�Ariely: The am
ount 

of dishonesty in 
which people are 
willing to engage 
“depends on the 
structure of our daily 
environm

ent.”

�O
ur Thesis: The 

am
ount of cheating in 

which students are 
willing to engage 
depends (in part) on 
the structure of the 
learning environm

ent. 



Learning Environm
ents that Produce C

heating

�
M
otivation is Extrinsic

�
O
rientation toward Perform

ance
�
Infrequent, High-Stakes
Assessm

ents
�
Low Self-Efficacy

�
Cheating Perceived as 
Com

m
on/Approved



Role of the Environm
ent in C

ontract C
heating

�I have opportunities to approach m
y lecturers 

and tutors for assistance 
�M

y lecturers and tutors ensure I understand what 
is required in assignm

ents 
�I receive sufficient feedback to ensure that I learn 

from the work I do
�There are lots of opportunities to cheat in m

y 
subjects

https://cheatingandassessm
ent.edu.au/resources/



M
aster List of Teaching/Learning Factors

�M
otivation is 
Extrinsic

�O
rientation toward 
Perform

ance
�Infrequent, High-
Stakes
Assessm

ents
�Low

Self-Efficacy

�Lack of U
nderstanding 

of Assignm
ent 

Requirem
ents

�Receiving Insufficient 
Feedback

�Lack of Approachability
of Faculty



The M
eaningful W

riting [A
ssessm

ent] Project

�“O
pportunities for agency”;

�“Engagem
ent

with instructors, peers, and 
m
aterials”;

�“Learning that connects
to previous 

experiences and passions and to future 
aspirations and identities.”

(2016)
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Physics at M
IT: 2003

Traditional Lectures

Cheating Rate: 11%

Failure Rate: 9%
 



Physics at M
IT: 2006

“The course was divided into sections of ~75 
students each; each section m

et for 5 h[ours] total 
each week with one professor and several teaching 
assistants. During class periods, students were given 
m
ini-lectures interspersed with questions answered 

using a personal response system followed by peer 
instruction, hands-on experim

ents, and group 
problem

-solving sessions, often at the board.”



Physics at M
IT: 2006

In-Class Practice

Cheating Rate: 3%

Failure Rate: 1.5% 
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C
onnections to A

uthentic Problem
s

�
“Can we feed the world? Does use 
of ethanol in gasoline cause food 
shortages? W

hat are the dangers 
and benefits to genetic 
engineering of food plants? Learn 
about and work to solve the 
current paradoxes of our food 
situation –

the m
alnutrition of too 

little AND too m
uch food: 

deprivation and obesity. W
hat 

solutions are there –
political, 

econom
ic, biological and 

chem
ical?”



C
onnections to the C

om
m

unity

�
“You will design a 5-10 m

inute 
lesson plan for 5

th
graders 

covering som
e aspect of basic 

brain anatom
y or function.  You 

will subm
it draft and final lesson 

plans, and we will hold a “dress 
rehearsal” of these lesson plans 
in class. During National Brain 
Awareness W

eek in M
arch, you 

will present these lesson plans in 
a local elem

entary school.”



C
onnections to C

om
m

unity
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C
hris W

alsh’s Blank Syllabus

�“In a 4-page essay, discuss a selection of your own 
choosing . . . from the O

xford Book of W
ar Poetry. This 

poem will be added to the syllabus, and on the day it 
appears you will recite at least 80 words of it for the class, 
and you will help m

e lead discussion of it. The working 
claim for this essay m

ay well be an answer to the question, 
‘W

hy should we as a class read this poem
?’”



C
athy D

avidson’s C
lass C

onstitutions

�
“You m

ight hand out a draft 
syllabus on the first day of class, 
and then present the areas in 
which you want students to help 
you establish certain class rules. 
(You can obviously set lim

its and 
define certain rules that are 
nonnegotiable for you.) You could 
invite students to com

m
ent on 

the course website and/or have 
them discuss these issues in 
groups.”



Toni W
eiss’s Econom

ics G
rading C

hoices

Grading: In order to give you m
ore control over your education, you m

ay 
determ

ine the weight of each assessm
ent category as a percentage of your 

sem
ester grade. The guidelines are as follows:

Clickerpoints: 5%
 -10%

 
Journal Entries: 3%

 -7%

M
yeconlab: 12%

 -16%
 

In-class projects: 12%
 -16%

M
idterm #

1: 15%
 -20%

 
M
idterm #

2: 17%
 -22%

Final Exam
: 20%

 -25%

You need to subm
it your grading plan to m

e, via Canvas, by Friday O
ctober 

6th. By that tim
e, you will have seen exam

ples of each type of assessm
ent. 

If you don’t subm
it one,orif the one you subm

it doesn’t add up to 100%
, 

then the m
idpoint of each range will be used.



Q
uestions for Self-Reflection

Did the student have agency?

W
ere there opportunities for engagem

ent?

Could the student see the connections?



M
ore Inform

ation and Resources . . . 

�International Center for 
Academ

ic Integrity
�Academ

ic Integrity in the 21
st

Century (Bertram
-Gallant)

�https://cheatingandassessm
ent.

edu.au/
�@

LangO
nCourse


